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November 24, 2009

Douglas Knipple, PhD

President, Finger Lakes Zero Waste Coalition
P.O. Box 865

Geneva, New York 14456

Dear Dr. Knipple,

Physicians for Social Responsibility is pleased to support the Finger Lakes Zero Waste Coalition
in opposing the gasification incinerator proposed for Ontario County, NY. We have taken this
position because of health, economic and environmental concerns associated with gasification
incineration.

Gasification incineration is an unproven technology for the commercial processing of municipal
solid waste. Several sources of data suggest that gasification incineration results in emissions of
dioxin, the most toxic known man-made substance.® Data from the US Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has shown that gasification units emit more dioxins than older style incinerators.?
Emissions data gathered from the Plasco gasification incinerator in Ottawa, Canada shows
emissions of dioxin;® although that data has not been independently verified, it raises serious
concerns. In addition, the European Commission’s Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control
Reference Document on the Best Available Technologies for Waste found that “emission levels to
air from the combustion stage of such [gasification and pyrolysis] installations are the same as
those established for [other] incineration installations.””

These findings are cause for alarm because there is no safe level of exposure to dioxin.” Known
health impacts of dioxin include cancer, 1Q deficits, disrupted sexual development, birth defects,
immune system damage, behavioral disorders, diabetes and altered sex ratios.® Studies show
higher levels of cancer’ and elevated levels of dioxin in the blood of people living near municipal
solid waste incinerators when compared to the general population.®

Furans, mercury and other harmful emissions are also of grave concern.
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We also have serious concerns about the gasification incinerator being sited near expanses of
open farmland. Studies show that high levels of dioxins have been found in food and dairy
products produced near incinerators.® The toxic impacts of incineration may, in other words,
spread beyond the local area as food products are shipped to other communities.

Physicians for Social Responsibility has joined with more than 130 organizations—including the
Natural Resources Defense Council, Sierra Club, and Health Care Without Harm—in signing the
No Incentives for Incinerators statement to express our concern that incinerators of all types—
including plasma, pyrolysis and gasification—are a detriment to the climate, the economy, and
the health of U.S. communities.'® We reiterate that position today.

To protect health in Ontario County, we call for an end to the harmful practice of incineration and
the strengthening of programs for waste prevention, recycling and composting. At a minimum,
Ontario County should not approve any proposal for incineration until independently verified data
has been provided to the public on the gaseous, solid and liquid emissions from an operational
commercial gasification facility of a comparable size and waste stream.
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